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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION IX

75 Hawthorne Street
San Francisco, CA 94105-3901

Certified Mail
Return Receipt Requested

Kenneth J. Berke
Senior Attorney
Allied-Signal Aerospace
2525 West 190th Street
Torrance, CA 90504-6099

Re: General Notice Letter

Allied-Signal Aerospace
117 Providencia Avenue
Burbank, CA 91502

Dear Mr. Berke:

The United States Environmental Protection Agency (HEPAH)
is spending public funds to investigate and take response action
for the control of actual or threatened releases of hazardous
substances, pollutants or contaminants at the Crystal Springs
Superfund Site (Area 2) ("Site"), located in Burbank and
Glendale, California. EPA is conducting this investigation to
determine the nature and extent of contamination in the area and
to assess the effects of contamination on the environment and
public health. The purpose of this letter is to inform you that
EPA considers Allied-Signal, as the current owner and operator of
the facility at 117 Providencia Avenue, Burbank, California, to
be a potentially responsible party ("PRP") at the Site.

This letter notifies you of potential liability, as
defined by Section 107(a) of the Comprehensive Environmental
Response, Compensation and Liability Act, ("CERCLA"), as amended,
42 U.S.C. Section 9607(a), that you and/or your company may incur
or may have incurred with respect to the Site.

MTO 01495

Primed on Rfcvcled Paper



General Notice
p. 2

Potentially responsible parties under CERCLA S 107 (a),
42 U.S.C. S 9607 (a) include current and former owners and
operators of facilities at which hazardous substances were dis-
posed of, persons who arranged for the disposal of hazardous sub-
stances at a facility ("generators") , and persons who accepted
hazardous substances for transport to a facility. EPA has
evaluated information obtained through its investigation of the
Site, and has determined that your company may be a PRP as a
current operator of the Site, and/or that you may be a PRP as a
current owner of the Site.

Under Sections 106 (a) and 107 (a) of CERCLA, 42 U.S.C.
Sections 9606 (a) and 9607 (a) as amended, and other laws, PRPs may
be obligated to finance or undertake actions that EPA determines
are necessary to protect public health or welfare or the
environment and may be liable for all costs incurred by the
Government in responding to any release or threatened release at
the Site. Such costs may include, but are not limited to,
expenditures for investigation, planning, response and
enforcement activities. EPA encourages you to voluntarily
perform or finance those response activities that EPA determines
are necessary at the Site.

Below, EPA describes l) the Site Background, 2) the
information enclosed for your reference, and 3) recommended
actions upon your receipt of this notice. EPA also requests that
you provide it with appropriate contact information.

Backoround?

The following site background is provided to explain the
Site and EPA's activities at the Site. In the early 1980 'a, the
State of California discovered contamination by volatile organic
compounds ("VOCS") to the regional groundwater in the San
Fernando Valley. In 1986, EPA listed four Superfund sites on the
National Priorities List: North Hollywood (Area 1) , Crystal
Springs (Area 2) , Verdugo (Area 3) and Pollock (Area 4) . EPA
divided these sites into operable units for purposes of
enforcement .

EPA has divided the Crystal Springs (Area 2) site into
the Glendale North and South Operable Units.

1. Previous General Notice

EPA has conducted ongoing investigations of facilities in
the vicinity of the Site which may have contributed to the
regional groundwater contamination. EPA previously issued
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General Notice Letters to parties associated with the Glendale
North and South Operable Units in 1992 and 1993. In June 1993,
EPA published interim Records of Decision for both operable
units, in which EPA selected interim remedial actions for each
operable unit. The remedial actions selected by EPA require the
extraction and treatment of groundwater to remove the VOCS. The
treated groundwater is then required to be blended with
Metropolitan Water District Water to reduce nitrate
concentrations. After blending, the water is to be conveyed to
the City of Glendale for distribution in the public water supply.
Both interim remedial actions are required to operate for twelve
years.

2. Previous Special Notice

In October 1993, EPA issued Special Notice for Remedial
Design to Potentially Responsible Parties ("PRPS") in both the
Glendale Operable Units. By its Special Notice, EPA sought an
agreement from these PRPS to conduct the remedial design and to
pay EPA's oversight costs incurred to oversee their work. The
PRPS formed a PRP Group for purposes of negotiating with EPA, and
on March 30, 1994, the parties entered into an Administrative
Order on Consent ("AOC") whereby the PRPs agreed to conduct the
Remedial Design for the treatment and blending facilities
required by EPA's Records of Decision, and to pay 100% of EPA's
oversight costs related to the design. The design is ongoing,
and is expected to be complete by October 1995.

3. Special Notice for Remedial Design

EPA intends to issue Special Notice for Remedial Action
within the next two to six months. At that time, EPA will seek,
an agreement from noticed PRPs to conduct the remedial action and
to pay 100% of EPA's oversight costs for overseeing the work.
This General Notice is to provide you with early notice of your
and/or your company's possible inclusion as a PRP, and to give
you the opportunity to consult with the existing PRP Group and to
coordinate your response to EPA with them.

4. Information Enclosed

For your information, EPA has included a copy of the
Administrative Order on Consent (without all exhibits) with this
General Notice Letter. EPA has also included its most recent
Fact Sheet on the San Fernando Valley Superfund sites, and lists
of the parties who previously received Special Notice for
Remedial Design.

MTO 01497



General Notice
p. 4

Upon Receiving General Notice;

EPA encourages you to confer with the existing PRP Group
by contacting the spokesperson for the PRP Group:

James Rogers, Esq.
Wilmer, Cutler & Pickering
2445 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20037-1420
(202) 663-6900

EPA encourages good faith negotiations between your
company and EPA, as well as coordination among your company and
the other parties who are potentially responsible for
contamination at the Site. EPA believes that a PRP Steering
Committee like the Glendale PRP Group is the best vehicle for
establishing and maintaining coordinated and constructive
dialogue both within the PRP group itself and between PRPs and
the EPA. However, 1) EPA is not currently seeking any agreement
from you, and 2) this notice does not require you to enter into
negotiations with EPA at this time.

As mentioned above, in the near future, EPA may send you
notice under the authority of Section 122(e) of CERCLA, 42 U.S.C.
S 9622(e), requesting your participation in the remedial action.
This section of CERCLA provides EPA with the option to invoke
"special notice procedures," through which EPA provides notice to
interested parties of anticipated actions. Special notice
procedures trigger a moratorium on certain EPA activities at the
Site and allow an opportunity for noticed parties to negotiate
with EPA to finance or conduct Site activities. EPA would, at
that time, approach you and other PRPs at the Site receiving
special notice to discuss your involvement in funding,
constructing, operating and maintaining the remedial action. If
EPA does not use Section 122(e) special notice procedures, EPA
will send a letter explaining why the special notice procedures
were not used in this case.

If EPA does decide to use Special Notice procedures, and
you are included in its Special Notice, EPA will request that you
work with the PRP Group at that time.

Request For Contact Information;

Please provide EPA with the appropriate name, address,
and telephone number of the person to whom EPA should direct
future correspondence regarding this matter on your behalf, or on
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behalf of your company. Your response should be made in writing
and submitted to EPA within thirty (30) days of receipt of this
letter. Your response should be directed to:

Nathan W. Lau, Acting Chief (H-6)
Remedial Action Branch
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX
75 Hawthorne Street
San Francisco, CA 94105

Please direct any technical questions with respect to the
Site to:

Michael Osinski (H-6-4)
Remedial Program Manager
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX
75 Hawthorne Street
San Francisco, CA 94105
(415) 744-2249

You or your legal counsel may direct any legal questions
with respect to the Site to:

Marie M. Rongone (RC-3-3)
Assistant Regional Counsel
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX
75 Hawthorne Street
San Francisco, California 94105
(415) 744-1313

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

I * •
Nathan W. Lau, Acting Chief
Remedial Action Branch
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